
The Project for New Philanthropy Studies is supported by DonorsTrust,

the only community-style foundation committed to promoting a free society as

instituted in America’s founding documents. The Trust holds over $25 million

in charitable assets dedicated to supporting causes and public policies that

promote limited government, free enterprise, and personal responsibility.  

DonorsTrust offers a portfolio of charitable vehicles to individuals and

organizations to encourage philanthropy and individual giving as an answer to

society’s most pervasive and radical needs. As a rule, participants support char-

itable causes that seek to maximize individual and economic liberty by mini-

mizing government intervention in the personal and public lives of individuals.

The most popular and flexible charitable vehicle offered by the Trust is the

donor-advised account. Providing superior tax treatment without the time and

expense of a private foundation, the donor-advised account streamlines annu-

al charitable gifts and allows investment in specific philanthropic interests.

Account holders may arrange to engage advisors, consultants, or nonprofit

organizations to assist with establishing objectives, commissioning research,

or overseeing projects. 

The most focused and efficient vehicle in the DonorsTrust portfolio is the

field of interest fund, which allows individuals, foundations, or corporations to

make contributions to a specific area and transfer the responsibility of disburs-

ing grants to DonorsTrust. Contributors are often invited to recommend projects

or organizations and are kept abreast of grantmaking activities. Established

field of interest funds include Arts and Culture, Economics, Education,

Environment, Foreign Relations, Global Liberty, Health, and Social Welfare. 

For more information about the advantages of adding any of these chari-

table vehicles to your personal investment portfolio, contact DonorsTrust at

703.535.3563 or www.donorstrust.org.
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C O N V E RSAT I O N S  O N  P H I L A N T H RO P Y

Conversations on Philanthropy is an occasional publication of the Project for New
Philanthropy Studies at DonorsTrust. Conversations will typically feature essays or aca-
demic papers by scholars, philanthropists, social critics and activists, along with cri-
tiques by one or more invited commentators.

The mission of the Project for New Philanthropy Studies is to define a “new” 
philanthropy appropriate to the radically altered circumstances of the present cyber-
netic age.  We are not seeking to build a consensus, but to elaborate an alternative
approach to the philanthropic enterprise, describe the opportunities open to it, and
suggest what tools social investors will need as they make responsible choices and
assess results in an unfamiliar atmosphere. 

Correspondence may be directed to the Editor at
info@thephilanthropicenterprise.org

Please visit our website at
www.thephilanthropicenterprise.org

Forthcoming in 

Conversations on Philanthropy 

V O L U M E  I I ,  N E W  P A R A D I G M S

2 0 0 5

Frederick Turner on Creating a Culture of Gift

Richard B. Gunderman on Giving and Human Excellence

In future volumes

Conversations on accountability, transparency, donor intent, 

the grants economy, and more…


